
February 2, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
Commissioners were present.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  There being no 
additions or deletions, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 21st meeting, 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

Chairman Jacobson brought forward the first item of miscellaneous business, the county ditch levies 
that had been discussed at the earlier meeting.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the ditch 
levies as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion 
carried. 

Discussion then moved to three Affidavits for Lost Warrants submitted by Marilyn Dybing on her behalf 
and one on behalf of Petals on Main.  One was for warrant 501311 in the amount of $7.14 issued on 
December 13, 2018, one for warrant 509475 in the amount of $48.14 dated November 12, 2020 and the 
last was for warrant 510168 in the amount of $900.63 dated December 29, 2020.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the Affidavits for Lost Warrants, waive the bond and reissue the 
checks to Marilyn Dybing and Petals on Main.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

The next item under miscellaneous business was the license application to make retail sales of cigarettes 
and other tobacco products submitted by Renne Nysetvold of County Road 38 Bar & Grill in Flom.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the cigarette license application for Ms. 
Nysetvold.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion was then brought forward on two red office chairs no longer being used by the Recorder’s 
Office.  The Norman County DAC has requested the county donate these to them for use at the DAC.  
Commissioner Bommersbach indicated he thought this would be a good use for the excess equipment 
and made a motion to approve the donation of two red office chairs to the Norman County DAC.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had all had time to review the bills as were 
submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $ 9,424.89   Road & Bridge - $ 141,137.46 Building - $ 362.09 

Human Services - $ 129.08  EDA - $ 212.00   Public Health - $ 1,959.16 

County Ditch - $ 90,918.75  County Homes - $170.00 

TOTAL - $ 244,313.43 Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:25 a.m. Darren Klimek of Morris Electronics addressed the board with regard to the HVAC 
Management Interface which is no longer working due to technology updates over the past years that 
the county has not kept up with.  He explained to the best of his ability, since he is a computer person 
and not an HVAC person, that in order to have this working again so Kelly can monitor the HVAC system 
from his computer the county will need new technology updates for the HVAC system in order to 
support HVAC operations.  He noted that he had expected to have a proposal from Climate Control 
before the meeting, as both he and Kelly had been contacting Climate Control periodically since last 
Tuesday and yet, they had nothing at this point.  He was giving the board information only at this point, 
and guesstimated that the parts might possibly cost around $6,000.  If he heard anything from Climate 
Control before the meeting adjourned he would bring that information forward.   

At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her 
COVID-19 update.  Sarah noted that the county has 2 active cases at this time.  She has been focusing 
her time on vaccinations and noted the county has 823 people who have received their first dose of the 
vaccine, and 101 county residents have completed the series.  She did note that some residents have 
received their vaccines outside of the county but they are tracked by county of residence, so she feels 
Norman County is doing very well on the number of individuals who have received their first dose of the 



vaccine.  She also noted that NMPH will be doing another round of vaccinations completing the 1a group 
and moving into 1b on Thursday with the clinic held in the courthouse atrium.  Sarah also noted that 
they will be starting a sign-up list at Public Health for those who want to get their vaccine locally due to 
travel issues, etc. when they receive additional vaccine supplies.  Ms. Kjono did note this will require 
some patience. 

Director Kjono also informed the board that she will be testifying before the legislature on Wednesday 
this week with regard to COVID-19 and the vaccine distribution plans, etc.    

At 9:45 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board with regard to a 
Conditional Use Permit #5061 on behalf of Michael Christensen and Knife River Materials.  Steff 
Basgaard of KRM was also present.  Mr. Johanson read the Conditional Use Order approved by the 
Norman County Planning Commission following their public hearing on January 25th held at the Ada 
Events Center.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve Conditional Use Permit #5061 allowing 
Michael Christensen together with Knife River Materials to operate aggregate mining, aggregate 
washing and operation of hot mix asphalt plant on a temporary basis on part of the E1/2SW1/4 and the 
SE1/4 of Section 23-144-43 in Fossum Township, identified as parcels 04-2191000 and 04-2194000.  The 
mining area to be 39.5 acres of this 233 acres.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   

Mr. Johanson also gave a short recap on building permits in 2020, noting that he had 4 new home 
permits in 2020 and has already received that many for 2021.  He noted the dairy and hog facilities are 
moving ahead with building plans, permits and making great progress on the hog facility construction.  

At 10:05 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with the Highway Department 
Contract.  Attorney Brue noted it was a two-year contract, with a 2.25% increase for 2021, and included 
a half day Christmas Eve holiday.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to accept the terms of the Union 
Contract with the Highway Department.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  Motion carried.   Attorney Brue stated that he hoped to have the Social Services contract for the 
next board meeting.   

Chairman Jacobson called for a short break.   

At 10:20 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called the meeting back to order.  Discussion was brought forth on a 
proposed resolution to support a Sand Hill River Watershed One Watershed, One Plan Project requested 
by April Swenby, Sand Hill River Watershed District Administrator.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to adopt CR 02-02-2021-1 A Resolution to Support A Sand Hill River Watershed, One 
Watershed, One Plan Project.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 10:25 a.m. Keith Berndt, Norman County Highway Engineer, addressed the board with a proposed 
resolution requesting Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Funds to supplement State Aid funding 
for the CSAH 10 grading and paving project.  Engineer Berndt noted the maximum grant allowed is $1.25 
million and he would be requesting that amount.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to adopt CR 02-02-2021-2, A Resolution Requesting Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) 
Funds for Norman County State Aid Highway 10 Improvements.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 
motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file 
in the A/T Office.   

The next item on the Engineer’s agenda was a resolution of support as a sponsoring agency for Waukon 
Township to apply for LRIP funding for its improvements to 430th Street at Trunk Highway 200 north for 
approximately 1 mile to potentially pave that portion of road to the Waukon Dairy site in 2022.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 02-02-2021-3 A Resolution of Support from 
Sponsoring Agency for LRIP funding for Waukon Township for improvements of 430th Street from TH 
200 North approximately 1 mile.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 
the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  

The next item of discussion was a request from a local farmer who has been farming over a ½ mile of the 
Ada to Beltrami Trail and right of way in recent years.  Engineer Berndt noted that this individual has 
been instructed and has agreed to discontinue this practice.  This farmer has since noted that the trail 
right of way is 100 feet wide and has asked if the county would entertain allowing him to hay it or 
purchase part of it while leaving a narrower strip for the trail.  Following discussion, Commissioner 



Redland made a motion that Norman County supports the Highway Dept maintaining the right of way 
on trail systems in the county.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt then addressed the oil tank that had been on railroad leased property for many years.  
Keith noted that the tank had been emptied and removed and disposed of as scrap metal at Luckens at 
Winger.  The Highway Dept would be notifying the railroad that it would not be continuing its lease.   

Chairman Jacobson called for an additional break before the planned 11:00 a.m. presentation provided 
by Rinke Noonan on MN Drainage Law.   

At 10:55 a.m. Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting. 

At 11:00 a.m. John Kolb of Rinke Noonan gave a virtual presentation on MN Drainage Law.  This was an 
interactive presentation with Commissioners asking questions throughout.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach left the meeting at 12:50 p.m. 

At 1:03 p.m. Mr. Kolb completed the presentation.  At this time A/T Hanson distributed information 
received from Climate Control regarding the HVAC Management Interface.  The proposal would replace 
the Universal Network Controller (UNC) that manages the Building Automation System (BAS) with an NF 
EC-BOS-8.  The proposal total is $21,026.00 with one-year parts and labor warranty included.  No action 
was taken at this time as the board did not feel it had enough information.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 1:13 p.m.    

 

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


